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P A R I S H  O F 

 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 26-27, 2009 

òGO AND  MAKE DISCIPLESó 

Transform your family 
Transform your work 

Transform your parish 

Transform your World 

Ȱ4ÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 

As we approach our annual Stewardship Renewal, you might expect us to say something like, "it's 
better to give than to receive."  But if we truly look at it as God would have us, it's better to give 
what we receive. 
 

Through God, we receive many things - our talents, finances, opportunities, possessions - and in 
return, He asks that we give back only a portion.  It is through this commitment that we enable 
more hearts to be reached, more lives to be changed, more souls to be stirred, more families to 
be brought together and more hope to be shared.  With Him, there is as much in receiving as 
there is giving. 
 

LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ммΣ нллфΦ 



A Message from your Pastor 

Dear Friends, 
 

What a wonder-filled parish festival we 
had last weekend.  Congratulations to everyone 
who worked on the festival!  There was a great 
spirit of cooperation, lots of good fun, great food, 
and the chance to build community spirit by 
getting to know each other a bit better.  I do not 
think we could have asked for a better day 
weather-wise.  My special thanks to those who did 
all the preliminary work of planning and executing the event.  All that 
behind the scenes work is so important to making the event a success. 
Thanks, too, to everyone who helped out by offering a few hours of their 
time to cook, clean or run a booth or game.  Hopefully you enjoyed your 
opportunity to serve. 

You should have received or you will soon receive the Annual 
Report in the mail.  I encourage you to take the time to look over the 
report and celebrate our ongoing success as a parish.  In the midst of tough 
economic times, we were able to finish the fiscal year in the black.  That 
was possible because of cutbacks in spending, your faithfulness to giving 
on Sundays, and the early arrival of fees for school and religious formation 
programs.  When Gallup talks about needing clear measurements to judge 
success, this is one of those items that can be clearly measured.  So, it helps 
me to conclude that we are on the right path spiritually when we end the 
fiscal year in the black.  The report is our way of being accountable to you. 
In it we share with you how we have used your gifts to us over the year.  I 
do not think you will find any surprises in the report since the parish 
operations do not really change that much from year to year.  However, if 
the report does not make sense to you or if you would like a more 
thorough report or if you have a question or two, please feel free to contact 
me, Jan in the Finance Office or one of the Finance Council members.  We 
will answer your questions as best we can or we will work to find an 
answer.  There are no secrets when it comes to the parish finances.  Our 
books are open to anyone who wishes to know.  The only info that may 
involve a bit of confidentiality is in regard to parish employees in items that 
are protected by law.  Otherwise, feel free to ask any questions you want.  
The report focuses on our work in service this year.  Enjoy all the photos! 

I will be making my annual retreat this week.  From Monday 
through Friday I will be spending the week in silence and prayer.  I truly 
enjoy these days of solitude.  While I am sure that I would not make a 
good contemplative monk, I do appreciate the days when I can spend them 
alone in prayer with God.  I shall be praying for you this week, please keep 
me in your prayers too. 

 
Peace, 

 
Fr. Damian 

2 St. Columbkille Parish 

Important Reminder 
Introductory gathering for First 
Reconciliation parents at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 6 in 
the church.  This important meeting 
will be held for parents who have a 
child preparing to celebrate 
reconciliation for the first time this 
year.  Please plan to attend this 
introductory gathering (for parents 
only) as Fr. Damian will explore the 
meaning of the sacrament and 
discuss the many ways parents can 
pass their faith on to their children.  
An overview of the yearõs program 
will be given.  See you there.  
Questions?  Call us at 339-0990. 

DEACONS OF  
ST. COLUMBKILLE  PARISH 
Bill Hill  250-3030 
Steve Jordan 290-4916 
Eldon Lauber  331-4634 
Frank Mascarello 296-3659 
Jerry Overkamp  339-2998 
Russ Perry  593-8148 
Bob Stier  331-0716 
Duane Thome  593-1167 
Eric Vande Berg 592-4359 
John Zurek  339-2579 

REGISTRATION  FOR NEW 
MEMBERS 
First Sunday of each month after 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the Social 
Level.  Child care is provided.  To 
register, call the Parish Office at  
339-3285. 

RAFFLE  WINNERS ! 
Congratulations to the following 
Festival raffle ticket winners: 
Kent Vuagniaux  $5000 
Henry Rieden  $1000 
Julie Slizinski  $500 
Joe Klassen  $250 
Vince Van Haute $250 



Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 28 
 8:15 a.m. À Gerald Melcher (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Lupe Gonzalez (Fr. Wee) 
Tuesday, September 29 
 8:15 a.m. À James & Patricia Hazuka-Wedding Anniv. (Fr. Dodd) 
 5:30 p.m. À James Franks (Fr. Dodd) 
Wednesday, September 30 
 8:15 a.m. Helen Mccoy-Healing (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Frances Mandolfo (Fr. Wee) 
Thursday, October 1  
 8:15 a.m. À Larry Gresk (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Jerry Vonderharr (Fr. Zuerlein) 
Friday, October 2 
 6:20 a.m. À Edward J. Lynam, Sr. (Fr. Wee) 
 8:15 a.m. À Linda Whitney (Fr. Wee) 
Saturday, October 3 
 5:00 p.m. À Dora Magliolo (Fr. Wee) 
 6:30 p.m. À Jack Vail (Fr. Wee) 
Sunday, October  4 
 7:30 a.m. For the Parish (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 9:00 a.m. À Frances Mandolfo (Fr. Steve) 
 10:30 a.m. À Catherine Bowden (Fr. Wee) 
 12:00 p.m. À Betty Blum & À Doris Kopocis (Fr. Steve) 
 5:00 p.m. Tom Kyral-Fatherõs Day (Fr. Zuerlein) 

Please pray for all those who have died, 
and especially for: 

À Dr. Eduardo Conoan, father of 
John Conoan. 

 
May he rest in peace.  May his soul 

and the souls of all the faithful receive 
the mercy of God.  Amen. 
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L IFE  AFTER DEATH  
Are you suffering from the death of a child?  
Please join other parents who have suffered 
similar losses in the St. Columbkille 
bereavement program, Life After Death.   
Everyone is welcome to share their grief, 
regardless of the lost childõs age or how long 
ago they passed.  Learn how other parents 
cope, remember and live.  We will meet  
Thursday, October 1 at 7 p.m. in the Parish 
Office meeting room.  For more information 
call Margo Aerts at 331-5859 or  
Deacon Lauber at 339-3285. 

L ITURGY  CORNER : CHILDREN  AT L ITURGY  
The Catholic Church welcomes children at liturgy.  Everyone has a 
right to come to Mass and that includes children.  Many parishes 
provide a children's "Liturgy of the Word", which uses a children's 
lectionary and explains and applies the readings in language on their 
level.  Children cannot be expected to have the same attention span 
as adults.  It's fine to bring something to keep them occupied, like a 
children's Bible storybook or a coloring book. 
How does a parent decide when it's time to take a baby out of 
church?  There is a simple guideline: If you were at the dining room 
table you would know the difference between normal behavior for a 
child and acting up.  It's up to the parent to decide what's 
inappropriate.  Sometimes just walking out in the lobby is enough to 
calm things down.  We need to be very patient with parents who 
bring their children to Mass.  We should be more upset if they didn't 
come.  It is never easy to worship and to discipline at the same time. 
On our part, a compliment to a well behaved child goes much 
further than a "dirty look" or a "nasty remark."  If you are seated 
near the family you might ask the parent if you can help.  Instead of 
seeing children as a distraction, let them become the focus of your 
prayer. 

STEPHEN  M INISTERS  
Stephen Ministers are care-givers, God is the 
cure-giver.  The role of a Stephen Minister is 
to give care.  They listen, empathize, 
encourage, pray, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support on a weekly basis to hurting 
people for as long as the need persists.  God 
works in and through them to bring hope 
and healing.  If you are feeling lonely, 
experiencing a crisis, struggling through a 
difficult time, or simply find yourself 
stressed by everyday life, talk with one of our 
Stephen Leaders: Bob or Sandy Stier,  
331-0716; Mary Lyn Loeffler, 291-1125; or 
Barb Brugmann, 339-5675 to learn more 
about Stephen Ministry.  Our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to care for you! 


