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P A R I S H  O F 

 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time October 24-25, 2009 

òGO AND  MAKE DISCIPLESó 

In the next year, I will build up my 
relationship with family by: 

 

Spend time hiking, swimming, biking, fishing, vacations 
Watch movies together and play games together 
Have a family football game 
Regular family rosary with extended family; more time 
talking with children about our faith 
Pray together at night 
Celebrate birthdays 
Play Wii with my family 
Increasing my patience 
Eat dinner together at the table 
every night and talk about our day 
Take trips together 
Cut back on church involvement to 
spend more time with my kids 
Have grill outs and parties 
Trips with my parents to visit 
relatives 
Praying for them as I drive to work 
Family prayer; meals together; 
activities 
Listening to and acting upon needs 
of family 
Focus on communication 
Praying, teaching and loving them all 
Praying for my husband and children daily 
Try to involve them in the church 
More frequent contact 
Being patient and sharing, listening, praying for us all 
Having dinner every night with my family and praying 
with them 
Being non-judgmental 
Saying òI love youó more 

Renewal Responses 
In the next year, I will build up my 

relationship with God by: 
 

Pray at church, when I go to bed, and when I need help 
Read the Gospels; alone prayer; spend time in          
adoration 
Daily prayer and confession more often 
Spending more time with Him 
Increasing my attention to prayer and life according to 
the Gospel 
Prayer and Bible reading 
Thanking God 
More prayer and meditation with God 
Praying and reading the bible more 
Adoration; Rosary; Small Faith Groups 
Living a Christian life 
Pray and thinking of others 
Spend time with God before bed 
Making and strengthening my promises to God 
Pray more thanking God 
Attending SPIRITuality ALIVE 
Additional study of my faith 
Praying and listening 
Praying every morning 
Helping the less fortunate 
Praying daily 
Learning about St. Paul 
Daily prayer; community service 
Being more involved with community 
Attending Mass twice a week 
Attend weekday Mass more often 
Continue to work on my prayer life 
Praying daily; doing more reading 
Reconciliation every 3 months 
Going to Mass every Sunday 



A Message from your Pastor 

Dear Friends, 
 
There was recently a synod in Rome of the Bishops of Africa.  They gathered to talk about 
the challenges and blessings of the Church in its work in Africa.  There were discussions 
on everything from debt forgiveness and enculturation to combating corruption and 
promoting a greater role for women in the church.  Perhaps the most emotional and 
profound moment came when the testimony of a Rwandan woman religious, Sister 
Genevieve Uwamariya, provided the month long gathering's most heartfelt reflection to 
date on the Synod's theme: "The Church in Africa at the Service of Reconciliation, Justice and 
Peace."  Here is the Vatican translation of Sr Genevieve's talk: 
 
òI am a survivor of the Tutsi genocide in Rwanda 1994.  A large part of my family was killed while in our 
parish church.  The sight of this building used to fill me with horror and turned my stomach, just like the 
encounter with the prisoners filled me with disgust and rage.  It is in this mental state that something 
happened that would change my life and my relationships. 
 
On August 27th 1997 at 1 p.m., a group from the Catholic association of the òLadies of Divine Mercyó led 
me to two prisons in the region of Kibuye, my birthplace.  They went to prepare the prisoners for the 
Jubilee of 2000.  They said: òIf you have killed, you commit yourself to ask for forgiveness from the 
surviving victim, that way you can help him free himself of the burden/weight of vengeance, hatred and 
rancor.  If you are a victim, you commit yourself to offer forgiveness to those who harmed you and thus 
you free them from the weight of their crime and the evil that is in themó. 
 
This message had an unexpected effect for me and in me.... 
 
After that, one of the prisoners rose in tears, fell to his knees before me, loudly begging, òMercyó.  I was 
petrified in recognizing a family friend who had grown and shared everything with us.  He admitted 
having killed my father and told me the details of the death of my family.  A feeling of pity and compassion 
invaded me.  I picked him up, embraced him and told him in a tearful voice, òYou are and always will be 
my brotheró. 
 
Then I felt a huge weight lift away from me...I had found internal peace and I thanked the person I was 
holding in my arms.  To my great surprise, I heard him cry out, òJustice can do its work and condemn me 
to death, now I am free!ó 
 
I also wanted to cry out to all who wanted to hear, òCome see what freed me, you too can find internal 
peaceó.  From that moment on, my mission was to travel kilometers to bring mail to the prisoners asking 
for forgiveness from the survivors.  Thus 500 letters were distributed; and I brought back mail with the 
answers of the survivors to the prisoners who had become my friends and my brotherséThis allowed for 
meetings between the executioners and the victimséFrom this experience, I deduce that reconciliation is 
not so much wanting to bring together two persons or two groups in conflict.  It is rather the re-
establishment of each in love and allowing internal healing which leads to mutual liberation. 
 
And here is where the importance of the Church lies in our countries, since her mission is to offer the 
Word; a word that heals, liberates and reconciles.ó 
 
This sister has lived what Jesus teaches.  Maybe she can be a sign to all of us of what can happen when we choose to 
practice what we are taught.  Out of great pain a greater truth may arise. 
 
Fr. Damian 

2 St. Columbkille Parish 

http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0904518.htm


Mass Intentions 
Monday, October 26 
 8:15 a.m. À James E. Schmitz (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Vickie Stevens (Fr. Dodd) 
Tuesday, October 27 
 8:15 a.m. À Kathleen Archer (Fr. Dodd) 
 5:30 p.m. À Darlene Ritter (Fr. Steve) 
Wednesday, October 28 
 8:15 a.m. Charles Webb-Fatherõs Day (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Frances Mandolfo (Fr. Wee) 
Thursday, October 29 
 8:15 a.m. À Raymond Brown (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À James Connelly (Fr. Wee) 
Friday, October 30 
 6:20 a.m. À Margaret Metcalfe (Fr. Wee) 
 8:15 a.m. Helen Koterba-Motherõs Day (Fr. Wee) 
Saturday, October 31 
 5:00 p.m. À Pearl Kramolisch (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 6:30 p.m. À Paul Stiles (Fr. Zuerlein) 
Sunday, November 1  
 7:30 a.m. À Linda Whitney (Fr. Wee) 
 9:00 a.m. À Anthony Cifelli (Fr. Steve) 
 10:30 a.m. À Eugene & Joann Chandler (Fr. Wee) 
 12:00 p.m. For the Parish (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 5:00 p.m. Fred Bode Family-Blessings (Fr. Steve) 
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REGISTRATION  FOR NEW MEMBERS 
First Sunday of each month after the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the Social 
Level.  Child care is provided.  To register, call the Parish Office at 
339-3285. 

THE  M INISTRY  OF L ITURGICAL  H OSPITALITY  
 

Hospitality is a central issue in Christianity.  The word òhospitalityó comes from the Latin word hospes from which 
other English words as hospital and hospice are derived. 
 

Each of us are called to be ministers of hospitality at liturgy.  As members of the living Body of Christ, we extend a 
spirit of hospitality to one another as we unite our voices in song and prayer offering praise and thanks to God. 
 

As a welcoming community of faith, we have been working to staff the entrances of our sanctuary with Ministers of 
Hospitality at weekend liturgies.  These folks serve as the first hosts to welcome the members of our gathering 
assembly.  We are always in need of a few more people to serve in this specific ministry.  If you are interested and 
willing to share your smile and a verbal òhelloó at our weekend liturgies, we will offer an informative meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 27 in the Parish Office.  We hope that many are willing to take a little extra time to be the first to 
extend Godõs healing love to those who gather in praise in his name! 
 

M INISTRY  OF H OSPITALITY  MEETING  
 

Those interested in serving as Ministers of Hospitality (Greeters) at weekend liturgies, please attend our meeting at  

7 p.m. on Tuesday, October 27 in the Parish Office. 

WELCOME  DEACON  BRIAN  THOMAS 
Archbishop Lucas ordained Brian Thomas a 
permanent Deacon Saturday morning.  

Deacon Brian and his wife 
Pat, have just completed a 
four-year formation 
program.  Deacon Brian will 
assist for the first time at 
the noon Mass on Sunday, 
November 1 with a 
reception following in the 

Social Level; you are invited to rejoice with 
him.  We congratulate Deacon Brian and Pat 
along with their family.  We thank God for 
this blessing to our parish and the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. 

SPECIAL  L ITURGICAL  EVENTS FOR 
THE  OCTOBER 31/N OVEMBER  1 
WEEKEND  
Saturday, October 31: All-hallows Eve 
(Halloween) 5 p.m. Costume Mass.  (Dress 
up as your favorite saint!) 
Sunday, November 1: All Saints Day 
All Masses: We honor the saints of our 
church! 
Monday, November 2: All Souls Day 
7 p.m.  Remembering all who have gone 
before us, our special Mass in honor of our 
loved ones who have died. 
All are welcome. 
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Ministries Parish News and Notes 

DIVIDENDS  FOR L IFE : FAITH , KNOWLEDGE , DISCIPLINE , 
MORALS 
St. Columbkille School office hours are 7:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  If you would 
like information about enrollment or programs offered by our school, please 
contact Mrs. Galing in the school office, 339-8706 ext. 103 or 
(vgaling@saintcolumbkille.org).  We have openings in most grades.  Please 
call for availability! 
 
Happening this week . . . Please join us for All School Mass Thursday, 
October 29, at 8:15 a.m.  Friday, October 30, is BIG RED DAY!  Students 
may wear a Husker shirt, a shirt supporting the opposing team or a school 
spirit shirt with jeans (following the guidelines in the family handbook).  The 
annual health screening for students in grades 1-5 and grade 8 will be 
conducted Friday, October 30.  Sixth grade students will be going to the 4-H 
Camp in Gretna for Outdoor Education, and the fifth grade students will be 
going to Papillion Manor on Friday, October 30. 
 
Please noteñFriday, October 30, is the last day that uniform shorts 
may be worn until April 1, 2010. 
 
Volunteers are still needed to assist with the health screening on Friday, 
October 30, from 8 a.m. to approximately noon.  No medical training is 
necessary.  If you are available to assist, please contact Ann Adler at 592-9347 
or (stoysicha@yahoo.com). 
 
Need a copy of the monthly calendar?  Looking for the lunch menu?  Be sure 
to check the school website, www.saintcolumbkille.com, for the most current 
information. 

PRAYER SHAWL  M INISTRY  
The Prayer Shawl ministry meets at 

6:30 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of 
each month in the 
Brides Room (room 3) 
of the Social Level.  
Come pray or stitch 
with us.  If you know 

anyone who would like the groupõs 
prayers and a prayer shawl (a symbol 
of those prayers), please contact 
Gretchen Reid at 592-0726. 

PANCAKE  BREAKFAST 
The Knights of Columbus will be having their wonderful 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, November 8 from 8 am to 
noon.  Come join us for pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, 
biscuits and gravy, and Tony and Ninoõs world famous 
omelets!  Coffee/orange juice also will be served. 

TURKEY BINGO  
The St. Columbkille Home & School Association will be hosting Turkey 
Bingo in the Social Level on Friday, November 13.  Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and bingo calling starts at 7 p.m. 
We will have great food and fun for the entire family!  Bring your friends!  
Everyone is invited to attend this event. 
Come have fun!  We will have dinner, 6 games of bingo and great prizes.  
We hope to see you there!  Prices include dinner, snacks, drinks and bingo.  
$30/family, adults $6 and children $4. 
Donations are greatly appreciated!  We need turkeys, gift cards, and many 
other items.  Please call Lori at 682-0037, if you can help us out with a 
donation! 

Treat yourself to new friendships.  
You deserve them!  Your future 
friends are 
waiting to 
dine with 
you!  Not 
enough 
time?  We're flexible!  Not enough 
space?  Use the Steinhausen Center.   
Some Conversational Dinner groups 
have been meeting monthly since 
August.  Sign up to participate in 
November, and January through 
April by contacting Mindy Pelton at  
291-3802 or 
(dinnersfor8@gmail.com). 

DEACONS OF  
ST. COLUMBKILLE  PARISH 
Bill Hill  250-3030 
Steve Jordan 290-4916 
Eldon Lauber  331-4634 
Frank Mascarello 296-3659 
Jerry Overkamp  339-2998 
Russ Perry  593-8148 
Bob Stier  331-0716 
Brian Thomas 592-7646 
Duane Thome  593-1167 
Eric Vande Berg 592-4359 
John Zurek  339-2579 
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