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P A R I S H  O F 

 Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time October 10-11, 2009 

òGO AND  MAKE DISCIPLESó 

     We, as laity in the Church, can no longer take our role 
lightly.  The future of our society is in our hands.  We must 
realize that we, as individuals, can have a great impact on 
our society.  More importantly, we can have an even greater 
impact when we find other individuals that are ready and 
able to accept the challenge. 
     Throughout history great things have happened because 
individuals decided to do more than was "expected."  
     Mikhail Gorbachev was the last head of State for the 
USSR.  After becoming head of state in 1988, attempts at 
reform as well as summit conferences with United States 
President Ronald Reagan and his reorientation of Soviet 
strategic aims contributed to the end of the Cold War, and 
led to the dissolution of the Soviet Union.  He was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990.  President Gorbachev said 
he was inspired by Lech Walensa. 
     Lech Walensa was co-founder of the Solidarity Trade 
Union in Poland.  For his peaceful strike in the communist 
country, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983 and 
served as president of Poland from 1990 to 1995.  President 
Walensa said he was inspired by Martin Luther King Jr. 
     Martin Luther King Jr., a Baptist minister, became a civil 
rights activist early in his career.  He became the youngest 
person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end 
racial segregation and discrimination through civil 
disobedience and other non-violent means.  He was 
posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in 1977 and the Congressional Gold Medal in 2004.  
Dr. King said he was inspired by Rosa Parks. 
     Rosa Parks was a 42-year old black woman who was 
tired after a long day of work.  Riding the bus home, she 
refused to give up her seat for a white passenger.  What she 
did that day led to the inspiration of three Nobel Peace 
Prize winners so far. 
     The future of our society is in our hands.  We must 
realize that we, as individuals, can have a great impact on 
our society.  We should consider how we can live out the 
Vatican II proclamation to Transform the World. 



A Message from your Pastor 

They were exceedingly astonished and said among 
themselves, 
"Then who can be saved?" 
Jesus looked at them and said, 
"For human beings it is impossible, but not for God.  
All things are possible for God."  
Peter began to say to him, 
"We have given up everything and followed you."  
Jesus said, "Amen, I say to you, 
there is no one who has given up house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands 
for my sake and for the sake of the gospel 
who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: 
houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and lands, 
with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come." 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

In todayõs gospel, Jesus promises us that if we give up things for his 
sake he will bless us a hundred times over in this age and shower eternal 
life upon us in the age to come.  This teaching arises in a discussion with 
the disciples, which follows upon the encounter Jesus has with the rich 
young man who wants eternal life, but finds it difficult to give up his 
possessions.  The man wanted eternal life, but he was not willing to give up 
the safety and the security that his possessions brought him. 

It is odd that we cling to our possessions, but we do.  We believe 
that they will keep us safe, but they do not.  We slowly learn over our 
lifetime that those things we imagine will bring us security bring us 
bondage instead.  Our locks and guards not only have kept out the thieves, 
they have fastened us in.  Sadder still, we learn ever so slowly, we can never 
become safe enough, anyway.  Try as we may to channel our desires into 
retirement plans, we are haunted by our fragile bones and blood.  There is 
no insurance policy strong enough to prevent death.  The only one who 
defeats death is Jesus. 

This Sunday we are making our annual stewardship commitment.  
Hopefully you will take some time and think over your response to Jesusõ 
gift of grace in your life.  What steps are you going to take this year to open 
up your spirit to a deeper experience of Jesus?  What are you going to 
offer?  What sharing of your time and talent can take place?  How much of 
your treasure are you going to give back to the work of Jesus Christ? 

The disciples take a leap of faith and offer all that they have to the 
Lord and the work of building the kingdom.  Jesus promises them much in 
return.  He offers the same to his disciples today. 

 
Peace, 

 
Fr. Damian 

2 St. Columbkille Parish 

DEACONS OF  
ST. COLUMBKILLE  PARISH 
Bill Hill  250-3030 
Steve Jordan 290-4916 
Eldon Lauber  331-4634 
Frank Mascarello 296-3659 
Jerry Overkamp  339-2998 
Russ Perry  593-8148 
Bob Stier  331-0716 
Duane Thome  593-1167 
Eric Vande Berg 592-4359 
John Zurek  339-2579 

REGISTRATION  FOR NEW 
MEMBERS 
First Sunday of each month after 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the Social 
Level.  Child care is provided.  To 
register, call the Parish Office at  
339-3285. 

ST. VINCENT  DE PAUL 
Wish you could do more to help the 
poor and needy in our area?  Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul is holding an 
informational and training session 
on Tuesday, October 13 in the 
Social Level from 6 to 7 p.m. 
For information on the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul programs, please 
contact thappyfamily@cox.net or 
call the Parish Office at 339-3285. 

FORTY DAYS FOR L IFE  
Our parish, along with other 
churches throughout the area, will 
take part in 40 Days of Life; 40 
consecutive days of prayer, fasting 
and witness from September 23 to 
November 1.  Each church is 
committed to a day (24 hours) 
within the 40 days during which at 
least two parishioners will be 
physically present in prayer at the 
Bellevue Abortion mill.  Our parish 
day is Saturday, October 31 and will 
begin at 8 a.m. until 8 a.m. Sunday.  
To sign up for an hour, please 
contact our parish coordinators, 
Michael or Lynn Jones at 339-1947. 


