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P A R I S H  O F 

 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time October 3-4, 2009 

òGO AND  MAKE DISCIPLESó 

A teacher called each student to the front of the class one at a time.  First, she told each 
of them how they had made a difference to her, and the class.  Then she presented 
each of them with a blue ribbon imprinted with gold letters, which read, òWho I Am 
Makes a Difference.ó 
Afterwards, the teacher decided to do a class project, to see what kind of impact 
recognition would have on a Community. 
One of the boys went to a junior executive in a nearby company, who had helped him 
with his career planning.  He gave him a blue ribbon, and told him how he had made a 
difference.  Then he gave him two extra ribbons and said, òWeõre doing a class project 
on recognition, and weõd like for you to go out, find some one to honor, and give them 
a blue ribbon.  Then give them this extra blue ribbon, so they can acknowledge a third 
person.  Then please get back to me and tell me what happened.ó 
The junior executive went in to see his boss, who had a reputation of being a grouchy 
fellow.  He told him that he deeply admired him for being such a creative genius.  The 
boss seemed very surprised.  
That night, the boss came home and sat down with his 14-year old son.  He said, òThe 
most incredible thing happened to me today.  I was in my office, and one of my 
employees came in and told me he admired me, and gave me a blue ribbon for being a 
creative genius.  Imagine!  He thinks that I am a creative genius!  Then he put a blue 
ribbon on me that says, ôWho I Am Makes a Difference.õ  He gave me an extra ribbon 
and asked me to find somebody else to honor.  As I was driving home tonight, I started 
thinking about who I would honor with this ribbon, and I thought about you.  I want 
to honor you.  My days are hectic and when I come home I donõt pay a lot of attention 
to you.  I yell at you for not getting good enough grades and for your messy bedroom.  
Somehow, tonight, I just wanted to sit here and, well, just let you know that you do 
make a difference to me.  Besides your mother, you are the most important person in 
my life.  Youõre a great kid, and I love you.ó 
The startled boy started to sob and sob, and he couldnõt stop crying.  His whole body 
shook.  He looked up at his father and said through his tears, òDad, earlier tonight I sat 
in my room and wrote a letter to you and Mom, explaining why I had took my life, and 
I asked you to forgive me.  I was going to commit suicide tonight after you were asleep. 
I just didnõt think that you cared at all.  The letter is upstairs, I donõt think Iõll need it 
after all.ó 
His father walked upstairs and found a heartfelt letter full of anguish and pain. 
The boss went back to work a changed man.  He was no longer a grouch and made 
sure to let all of his employees know that they made a difference. 
The junior executive helped many other young people with career planning, one being 
the bossõ son, and never forgot to let them know that they made a difference in his life. 
In addition, the young man and his classmates learned a valuable lesson: òWho you are 
does make a difference.ó       -Abridged from Chicken Soup for the Soul 



A Message from your Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

 
Each year we are invited to participate 

in the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal.  The 
Annual Appeal has allowed the Archdiocese 
to expand its service to the poor of our 
community through the work of Catholic 
Charities, to assist families in need with tuition 
assistance to Catholic grade schools and high 
schools, and to help our inner city parishes 
with their needs. 

The Annual Appeal also helps prepare catechists for parish 
religious formation programs, assists minority ministries, and 
provides funding to assist retired priests.  None of these programs 
would have the scope they do, were it not for the Annual Appeal. 

I encourage you to be generous to the Annual Appeal.  You 
should have received information about the Appeal at home, but if 
you misplaced it, there are others in the entry ways to the church and 
in the pews.  You can mail it to the Archdiocese or drop it in the 
collection basket and the parish will send them in. 

Here is a little bit of Archbishop Lucasõ letter to help you in 
your decision to participate: 

 
òEver since I was installed as Archbishop of Omaha in July, I have been working 
hard to learn as much as I can about the blessings and challenges of Catholic life 
here in northeast Nebraska.  It is evident that we are blessed by God and by the 
generous faith of so many Catholics.  These blessings are experienced in our 
parishes, schools and apostolates across the 23 counties of this archdiocese. 
We are challenged every day to follow more completely the great command of Jesus, 
to love God and to love our neighbors.  It is Godõs plan that we meet the challenge 
of gospel living together, as members of the church founded by Jesus Himself. 
Our primary experience of Catholic life takes place in our parishes.  Your 
generous support of your parish is an expression of your faith.  However, there are 
other needs, larger responsibilities that are ours as Catholics that cannot be met 
adequately in any one parish.  They are met in part each year by your 
contributions in faith to the Annual Appeal. 
I do not hesitate to ask your support for this yearõs Annual Appeal.  I see the 
many needs, and I believe the Lord wants us to work together, across parish lines, 
to meet them.ó 
 
Thanks for your generosity to the Appeal.  If you have not made a 
pledge, please do so as soon as possible. 
 
Fr. Damian 

2 St. Columbkille Parish 

DEACONS OF  
ST. COLUMBKILLE  PARISH 
Bill Hill  250-3030 
Steve Jordan 290-4916 
Eldon Lauber  331-4634 
Frank Mascarello 296-3659 
Jerry Overkamp  339-2998 
Russ Perry  593-8148 
Bob Stier  331-0716 
Duane Thome  593-1167 
Eric Vande Berg 592-4359 
John Zurek  339-2579 

REGISTRATION  FOR NEW 
MEMBERS 
First Sunday of each month after 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the Social 
Level.  Child care is provided.  To 
register, call the Parish Office at  
339-3285. 

IMPORTANT  REMINDER  
Introductory gathering for First 
Reconciliation parents at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 6 in 
the church.  This important meeting 
will be held for parents who have a 
child preparing to celebrate 
reconciliation for the first time this 
year.  Please plan to attend this 
introductory gathering (for parents 
only) as Fr. Damian will explore the 
meaning of the sacrament and 
discuss the many ways parents can 
pass their faith on to their children.  
An overview of the yearõs program 
will be given.  See you there.  
Questions?  Call us at 339-0990. 

ST. VINCENT  DE PAUL 
Wish you could do more to help the 
poor and needy in our area?  Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul is holding an 
informational and training session 
on Tuesday, October 13 in the 
Social Level from 6 to 7 p.m. 
For information on the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul programs, please 
contact thappyfamily@cox.net or 
call the Parish Office at 339-3285. 

mailto:thappyfamily@cox.net


Mass Intentions 
Monday, October 5 
 8:15 a.m. À Rich Kriegler (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 5:30 p.m. À John S. Kent (Fr. Wee) 
Tuesday, October 6 
 8:15 a.m. À Bill Knox (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 5:30 p.m. À Kathy Habernig (Fr. Zuerlein) 
Wednesday, October 7 
 8:15 a.m. Mucia Family-Blessings (Fr. Wee) 
 5:30 p.m. À Darlene Black (Fr. Zuerlein) 
Thursday, October 8 
 8:15 a.m. Herting Family-Healing (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 5:30 p.m. À Bill Jones (Fr. Steve) 
Friday, October 9 
 6:20 a.m. À Cecelia Balkus (Fr. Steve) 
 8:15 a.m. À Jerry Vonderharr (Fr. Dodd) 
Saturday, October 10 
 5:00 p.m. À Harry & Mary Corlas (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 6:30 p.m. À Ralph Mohr (Fr. Steve) 
Sunday, October 11 
 7:30 a.m. À Laurine Kritenbrink (Fr. Steve) 
 9:00 a.m. À Orlando Valeros (Fr. Steve) 
 10:30 a.m. À Dorene Bourger (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 12:00 p.m. À Nilda Ventrella (Fr. Zuerlein) 
 5:00 p.m. For the Parish (Fr. Zuerlein) 

Please pray for all those who have died, 
and especially for: 

À Betty Bartunek, mother of  
Judy Bauer. 

 
May she rest in peace.  May her soul 
and the souls of all the faithful receive 

the mercy of God.   
Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR OUR SOLDIERS  
Heavenly Father 

Watch over our soldiers  
who are fighting in harmõs way. 

Set your Blessed Mother, the Saints and all 
the Angels around them to keep them safe. 
Give them hope, courage and faith as they 
give of themselves so unselfishly for us. 

May they be divinely protected and guided, 
given peace in their hearts 

And may they be brought safely home to us.  
Amen. 

CANDLE  SHRINES  
Please feel free to stop by our Candle 
Shrines to say a prayer of healing for a loved 
one or for a deceased.  All are 
welcome to use this shrine.  A 
suggested donation is 50 cents 
for the small votive candles 
and $2 for the larger 6-day 
candles.  We ask that you 
please assist children in 
lighting candles and for their 
safety, please watch them around the candle 
area.  We have had several close calls with 
the lit wicks being burnt down and dropping 
on the carpet. 

L ITURGY  CORNER : ALTAR  SERVERS 
Ministers of the altar, altar servers, serve the community's prayer by 
helping to make the ritual of the Mass proceed with style and grace. 
Servers are boys and girls who have already made their First Holy 
Communion.  They remind us at every weekend Mass that in the 
task of worship there is a place for everyone.  Their ministry 
includes being an example to the rest of the community through 
their faithful attention and participation during the liturgy.  

PRAYER FOR FAITHFUL  CITIZENSHIP  
Gracious and loving God, 
let your Spirit be with us today. 
Hear our prayers, 
and increase in us the will to follow your Son Jesus. 
Help us to draw on the resources of our faith 
as we use the opportunities of our democracy 
to shape a society more respectful 
of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person, 
especially the poor and vulnerable. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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